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MINUTES 

CITY OF MERRITT 

 
Tuesday, June 25, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

2185 Voght Street 
Merritt, B.C 

 
Elected members: Mayor L. Brown 

Councillor M. Bhangu 
Councillor K. Christopherson 
Councillor A. Etchart 
Councillor T. Fehr 
Councillor T. Luck 
Councillor M. White 

 

1. OPENING STATEMENT 

1.1 Opening Statement 

Mayor Brown began the public hearing at 8:17 and explained the purpose 
and parameters of the public hearing on OCP Amendment Bylaw 2263, 
2019 and Zoning Amdment Bylaw 2264, 2019. Any person who believes 
they are affected may state their views. Written representations received 
are given equal weight to verbal statements. Mayor Brown asked all 
members of the public and Councillors to show respect to all speakers. 
She explained this was not a debate, but respectful questions could be 
asked to clarify issues. She requested speakers limit themselves to five 
minutes. 

2. Official Community Plan Input 4010 Walters St 

2.1 Official Community Plan amendment re 4010 Walters St 

Location: 4010 Walters 

Applicant: N/A 
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Purpose: To Amend the Official Community Plan Bylaw for 4010 Walters 
st from "Commercial" to "Residential". 

First & Second Reading: May 28, 2019 

Mr Smith confirmed the statutory advertising requirements had been met, 
and all received submissions had been circulated. 

He then explained the three specific actions in the amendment. 

The developer, Irfan Sonawala , spoke about the Olympic Villas 
development. He explained they were asked to hold a public information 
session, and and held two, one specifically with the First Nations.  

These generated 47 written responses. 85% agreed, 4% disagreed, 11% 
were neutral. He explained about the creation of a new complex in Logan 
Lake, and the belief that its workers would come from Merritt.  

He explained that the only R4 zoning currently available is in downtown 
Merritt, where underground parking would be required, raising the cost. 
On the 4010 Walters site, above-ground parking was available.  

Mr Sonawala presented some comments and concerns. He explained that 
a traffic study found residential development would lead to less traffic than 
commercial development. He said that there was a right of way on the 
north side of Voght st, and they would be willing to consider not having a 
fence. There was a concern about the siting of a garbage enclosure, and 
Mr Sonawala expressed a willingness to move that if required to reduce 
odours. 

Mr Sonawala explained they did not believe additional commercial space 
in the area would be required within the next 20 years.  

Councillor Bhangu asked about the cost of rental units, and was told the 
cost of construction would be similar or higher than Kamloops, but rent 
was expected to be lower than Kamloops; no final number could be 
projected until construction numbers were known.  

Cllr Bhangu said some of the numbers thrown around did not look 
affordable. 

Mr Smith explained that the earlier iteration included 'affordable housing', 
but there was no requirement or provision for this in the new proposal.  

Submissions from the public: 
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Ken Wayne, 2500 Reid Court opposed the development, and spoke about 
concerns around privacy for residents, and transparency of the 
consultation process.   

Catherine Wayne, 2500 Reid Court opposed the development. She felt the 
OCP was meant to last until 2030, and the changes were arbitrary to 
benefit a single developer. She questioned where Medflora workers would 
live, and believed the rental income would not stay in the Merritt local 
economy. 

Deanna Palmgren, Merritt Property Management spoke in support of  the 
development. She felt Merritt housing is in crisis, and additional supply is 
required. She has concerns there is currently a rash of illegal secondary 
suites.  

Deborah Merrick 2540 Reid Court, spoke in opposition to the 
development, mainly due to parking and traffic concerns. She suggested a 
residents parking scheme for Reid Avenue and Reid Court.   

Louise Grenier, President Merritt & District Chamber of Commerce spoke 
in support of the development, saying there was a shortage of 
development available at prices young people could afford. She had 
concerns about illegal suites, long-term hotel stays, and how Merritt could 
grow its economy without more local housing.  

Lisa Mike, 2134 Blackwell Avenue, spoke in favour of the development. 
She applauded the developer for taking on a site that has received little 
interest in decades. She wanted to support additional housing. She is 
currently trying to downsize and has few options available. 

Cllr Bhangu expressed a belief that Merritt requires affordable rentals, and 
these rentals do not display that. 

Dave Carriage, 4100 Walters St. He wrote to Councillors with concerns 
some two months ago. He believes there will be more children living in this 
development, and the Bench elementary is already full.  

Denise Williams 2437 Reid Ave had already submitted comments, and 
wished to reiterate concerns about parking, and the safety of children 
playing on Voght.  

Karen Severn, 2540 Reid Court spoke in opposition, saying that Merritt's 
housing problem is long-running, and that she believes NVIT have land on 
which they could build more dormitories. 



 

 4 

James Robertson, 2565 Reid Court spoke about parking. He said Royal 
LePage had recently held a garage sale, which led to cars on the 
roadsides, kids and adults running around the street. He said the best 
solution would be to create underground parking. 

Mayor Brown asked for a first, second, third time if anyone else wished to 
speak. Nobody coming forward, she proceeded to the next item. 

2.2 Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2264, 2019 

Excerpt May 28, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes 

Public Notice for Public Hearing 

Zoning Amendment re: 4010 Walters Street; Planning and Development 
Services Manager May 08, 2019 Report 

File: 3900.2187 

  

Location: 4010 Walters Street 

Applicant: N/A 

Purpose: To amend the Zoning Bylaw for 4010 Walters Street from "C4 
Highway Commercial" to "R4 High Density Residential"  

First & Second Reading: May 28, 2019 

  

Mr Smith confirmed the statutory advertising requirements had been met, 
and all received correspondence had been circulated. 

This bylaw would change the zoning from C4 to R4. 

  

Mayor Brown asked for a first time if anyone had anything to say. She 
asked a second time for or against. She asked for a third time. 

Nobody coming forward, she proceeded to the next item. 

  

3. RESOLUTION TO RETURN BYLAW TO REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FOR 
FURTHER READINGS 

3.1 Resolution 
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THAT City of Merritt Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 
2263, 2019 be returned to the Regular Council meeting for further 
readings 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

3.2 Resolution 

THAT City of Merritt Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2264, 2019 be 
returned to the Regular Council meeting for further readings 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

4. Termination of Meeting 

4.1 Termination of meeting 

THAT the Public Hearing be closed and Council reconvene to the Regular 
Council meeting 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

 
 

_________________________ 

Corporate Officer 

Sean Smith 

Certified correct in accordance with Section 124(2) (c) of the Community Charter 

Confirmed on the ____ day of _____, 20____ 

 

_________________________ 

Mayor 

Linda Brown 

 

 


