
CITY OF MERRITT 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF THE CITY OF 
MERRITT COUNCIL, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1996 AT 7:30 P.M., 
CENTRAL SCHOOL LUNCHROOM, 1509 VOGHT STREET, MERRITT, B.C. 

1. PRESENT: 

COUNCIL: 
Mayor­
Council -

ADMINISTRATION: 
Administrator -
Treasurer -
Planner -
Recreation Manager -
Confidential Secretary -

Bylaw Services Officer -

C.Norgaard 
L.Miller, B.Cowan, D.Laird, H.McCormack, D.McLean, 

T.Day 
S.Gill 
F.Sinclair 
D.Mackey 
B.Harrison 

M.Bedard 

MEDIA: Merritt News, Merritt Herald, Radio NL, Shaw Cable 

UCC delegation of three (3) members 

Ten (10) members of the General Public 

2. CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Norgaard called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
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CITY OF MERRITT, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FEB.27/96 

3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: 

a) 

186/96 

Regular Council Meeting, Tues., Feb.27/96 

Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
ADOPT the Agenda, Regular Council Meeting, Tues., Feb.27/96 including the 
Extra Agenda: 

4. 

5. 

4. DELEGATIONS/PUBLIC HEARING: 
c) Show Cause Hearing, Barbara Bower, #7 Trees Mobile 

Home Park. 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
a) Lit Ball Fields 
1. Recreational Development Cost Charges 
9. REPORTS: 
c) Administration Reports 
6. Wilderness Properties DVP1996-01 

i. Graeme Beverley, Feb.23/96 
ii. Sue Newton, Feb.26/96 
iii. A.Dean Jaeger,Shelly-Ann Mcivor, Feb.25/96 

7. Peter Bremner/500781 BC Ltd., DVP1995-08 
i. David, Corrine Pitt, Feb.26/96 
ii. Bill,Deborah Stowell, Feb.26/96 

Alan, Linda Mills 
Hazel Mitchell 
D.Williams 
Lawrence McKenna 
Lana Emslie 

11. PEP, Advanced Training Programs 
-verbal presentation by Planner 

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) Potential Council Responses: 
6. S-yem/yi.'m Transition House, Feb.20/96 -

Request for co-sponsorship. 

PUBLIC HEARING: Nil. 

PETITIONS/DELEGATIONS: 

a) University College of the Cariboo, John Harper, Bob Baird, 
Janice Riley - Packages distributed separately 

CARRIED 

John Harper from UCC addressed Council regarding the effects on post 
secondary education that cuts to federal transfer payments will cause. The 
University College of the Cariboo is a member of the Advanced Education 
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/- 5. 

CITY OF MERRITT, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FEB.27/96 

PETITIONS/DELEGATIONS: 
a) University College of the Cariboo, J'ohn Harper, Bob Baird, 

Janice Riley - - Cont'd. 

Council of B.C. (AECBC) which has been conducting a speaking campaign 
across the province to City Councils and School Boards eliciting support. 
Support can take the form of financial or moral support in the form of letters to 
the federal government protesting the cuts in federal transfer payments to the 
provinces for post secondary education. 

Mr. Harper finished his presentation at 7:37 p.m. 

b) Merritt Ball Association 

Connie Rauch, President of the Merritt Ball Association spoke as one of two 
representatives from the Ball Association. The Ball Association does not 
recommend or support any additional ball fields being developed in Merritt. 
They wish to see the Central Park Master Plan completed. She objected to the 
Memorandum from the Administrator to Council dated Feb.22/96 which dealt 
with Development Cost Charges being utilized to acquire parkland. Ms. Rauch 
also felt confused as to what material was available from City Hall and felt that 
there should be more information provided as to how to access public 
records. 

Pat Byrne, 2763 Cranna Crescent 

Mr. Byrne expressed concern as to the direction that City Hall was going. He felt 
that the City was unable to proceed on Central Park in any kind of timely 
manner and that he could not support any proposal for more ball fields as they 
are not needed. 

Mr. Byrne completed his presentation at 8:43 

c) Show Cause Hearing, Barbara Bower, #7 Trees Mobile 
I 

Home Park. 

Councillor Cowan excused herself from the meeting in order to represent Ms. Bower. 
Ms. Bower was unable to attend the meeting in person due to illness and requested 
through Councillor Cowan that the hearing be delayed until she could appear at the 
next Regular Council Meeting which would be March 12, 1996. 

187/96 Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor McCormack that Council 
DEFER the Show Cause Hearing for Barbara Bower to the Regular Council 
Meeting on Tuesday, March 12, 1996. CARRIED 
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CITY OF MERRITT, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FEB.27/96 

6. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES: 

a) 

188/96 

Minutes, Regular Council Meeting Feb.13/96 

Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
ADOPT the Minutes, Regular Council Meeting, Feb.13/96. CARRIED 

7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 

189/96 Moved by Councillor Cowan, seconded by Councillor Miller that Council 
DEFER the discussion on found bicycles to the March 12, 1996 Regular 
Council Meeting at which time a report from the Bylaw Services Officer will be 
available. CARRIED 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

a) Lit Ball Fields 

190/96 

191/96 

1. Memo, Feb.22/96 

Moved by Councillor Miller, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.22/96 - Lit Ball Fields. CARRIED 

2. Recreational Development Cost Charges 

Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
RECOMMEND that the Park Development Sub-Committee of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission meet to consider the completion of the Central Park 
Master Plan and present a report to Council for the March 26, 1996 Regular 
Council Meeting and that for May 21, 1996 Regular Council Meeting, present a 
report that would include a 5 year plan for the development of all City Park 
properties, including cooperative use of School District #31 properties. Public 
Input to be invited to the final report which could include a presentation from the 
Greenspace committee and a list of priorities. CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor McLean that Council REFER the lighting of Central Park to 
a REFERENDUM to take place along with the November 30, 1996 Civic 
Elections. 

This motion did not proceed as it did not secure a seconder. 
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CITY OF MERRITT, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FEB.27/96 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: - Cont'd. 

b) 

192/96 

University College of the Cariboo - Request for support. 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor Cowan that Council SEND a 
letter of Support to the Federal Government on behalf of University College of 
the Cariboo. CARRIED 

9. REPORTS: 

a) 

b) 

Mayor's Reports: Nil. 

Liaisons' and Commissions' /Committees Reports: 

1) Councillor Cowan -
Civic Properties and Recreation Commission - Nil. 
Local Access Awareness - Planning is currently underway for the National 
Access Awareness Week. 
Affordable Housing - The project is currently undergoing modifications 
with the Architects. 

At 8:20 p.m., two (2) members of the UCC delegation left the meeting with one (1) remaining. 

2) Councillor Laird - _ 
Public Works - There will be a report on the school crosswalks at the next 
Regular Council Meeting. 
Community Health Council - Nil. 

3) Councillor McCormack -
Economic Development and Planning - Nil. 
NV Development Centre Liaison -The next regular meeting will be held on 
Feb.28/96 at the Do-It-Centre Boardroom. An Open House will be held 
Mar.7/96 at the Civic Centre from 5-10 p.m. 

At 8:30 p.m., five (5) members of the General Public left the meeting with five (5) remaining. 

4) Councillor Mclean -

5) 

Airport - Merritt Flying Club - Nil. 
Chamber of Commerce - The next meeting will be held at the Five Star 
Restaurant on Feb.28/96 with a speaker from Forest Renewal B.C. 

Councillor Miller -
Protective Services & Public Safety - Nil. 
South Central Union Board of Health - Nil. 
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CITY OF MERRITT, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FEB.27/96 

9. REPORTS: 
b) Liaisons' and Commissions'/Committees Reports: 

193/96 

c) 

194/96 

195/96 

196/96 

5) Councillor Miller - Cont'd. 

Healthy Communities -

i. NV Healthy Communities Group, Minutes of 
Feb.14/96 Meeting. 

Moved by Councillor Miller, seconded by Councill_or Cowan that Council 
RECEIVE the NV Healthy Communities Group, Minutes of Feb.14/96 Meeting for 
information. CARRIED 

6) Councillor Typusiak - absent 
Administration & Finance - Nil. 
Environmental Advisory - Nil. 

Administration Reports: 

1. Memo, Feb.22/96 - Collettville Water and Sanitary 
Sewer Specified Area Petitions. 

Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor Cowan that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.22/96 - Collettville Water and Sanitary Sewer 
Specified Area Petitions. CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor Mclean that Council 
AUTHORIZE that the Collettville Water and Sanitary Sewer Projects proceed as 
proposed, and further that the bylaw process be completed. CARRIED 

2. Memo, Feb.23/96 - Coca Cola Bottling Ltd, Arena 
Scoreboard Agreement 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor Miller that Council RECEIVE 
the Memo, Feb.23/96 - Coca Cola Bottling Ltd., Arena Scoreboard Agreement 
for information and discussion. CARRIED 

The Recreation Manager outlined research she had conducted into other 
communities and whether they had experience with similar contracts and the 
supplier. There were nine (9) communities contacted, of those, four (4) had 
exactly the same contract with the same supplier (Coca Cola) and were very 
happy with the arrangement. An additional two (2) were currently negotiating to 
obtain the same contract. The communities contacted that currently had the 
scoreclock from Coca Cola, reported that they had been provided with 
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CITY OF MERRITT, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FEB.27/96 

9. REPORTS: 
c) Administration Reports: 

197/96 

198/96 

199/96 

200/96 

2. Memo, Feb.23/96 - Coca Cola Bottling Ltd, Arena 
Scoreboard Agreement- Cont'd. 

dispenser machines, scoresheets and other very good support. Minor Hockey 
was contacted and they felt that Coca Cola had given them very good service in 
the past, having dealt with them for six (6) years. 

Moved by Councillor McCormack , seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
APPROVE the Agreement with Coca Cola for the Memorial Arena scoreclock 
and AUTHORIZE the Mayor to execute said Agreement. CARRIED 

3. Memo, Feb.22/96 - City Hall Design Build Project 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor Cowan that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.22/96 - City Hall Design Build Project and that Council 
invite the three companies: 
1. Van Maren Construction Co.Ltd. 
2. Homewood Constructors Ltd. 
3. Advance Building Systems Inc. 
to participate in the Request for Proposals for the City Hall Design-Build Project. 

CARRIED 
4. Memo, Feb.20/96 - Road Maintenance 

Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.20/96 - Road Maintenance and ADVISE the Public 
Works Superintendent that the City undertake the maintenance of roads and 
other works in Collettville commencing June 30, 1996 to be reviewed in one 
year. CARRIED 

5. Memo, Feb.12/96 - Foster Pet Program 

Moved by Councillor Cowan, seconded by Councillor Miller that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.12/96 - Foster Pet Prograr:n and CONTINUE with the 
remuneration to the Foster Pet Program for taking dogs from the Pound. 

CARRIED 
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CITY OF MERRITT, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FEB.27/96 

9. REPORTS: 
c) Administration Reports: - Cont'd. 

6. Memo, Feb.20/96 - Wilderness Properties/DVP1996-01 

201/96 

202/96 

203/96 

204/96 

205/96 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor McCormack that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.20/96 - Wilderness Properties/DVP1996-01 for 
information including the letters: 

i. Graeme Beverley, Feb.23/96 
ii. Sue Newton, Feb.26/96 
iii. A.Dean Jaeger,Shelly-Ann Mcivor, Feb.25/96 

that were presented on the Extra Agenda. CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor McLean, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
REFUSE DVP1996-01. CARRIED 

7. Memo, Feb.20/96 - Development Variance Permit 
-DVP1996-02 

Moved by Councillor Miller, seconded by Councillor McCormack that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.20/96 - Development Variance Permit - DVP1996-02 

CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Miller, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
REFUSE Development Variance Permit - DVP1996-02. CARRIED 

8. Memo, Feb.21 /96 - DVP1995-08 - Peter Bremner/ 
500781 BC Ltd. 

Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.21/96 - DVP1995-08 - Peter Bremner/500781 BC Ltd 
including the letters: 

i. David, Corrine Pitt, Feb.26/96 
ii. Bill,Deborah Stowell, Feb.26/96 

Alan, Linda Mills 
Hazel Mitchell 
D.Williams 
Lawrence McKenna 
Lana Emslie 

from the Extra Agenda and REFUSE DVP1995-08. 
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CITY OF MERRITT, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FEB.27/96 

9. REPORTS: 
c) Administration Reports: Cont'd. 

206/96 

207/96 

208/96 

9. Memo, Feb.20/96 - Coquihalla Resources Development Variance Permit -
DVP1996-03 

Moved by Councillor Cowan, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.20/96 - Coquihalla Resources Development Variance 
Permit - DVP 1996-03. CARRIED 

Moved by Cc;,uncillor Mclean, seconded by Councillor Cowan that Council 
REFUSE Coquihalla Resources Development Variance Permit - DVP1996-03. 

CARRIED 

10. Memo, Feb.22/96 - Green Mountain Holdings Ltd. / Eugene 
Klein OCP 1995-03 & RZ1995-05 Amendments 

Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor Miller that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.22/96 - Green Mountain Holdings Ltd./ Eugene Klein 
OCP 1995-03 & RZ1995-05 Amendments and GIVE SECOND READING TO 
CITY OF MERRITT OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENT BYLAW 
NO.1545, 1996 CARRIED 

209/96 Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor Miller that Council 
GIVE SECOND READING TO CITY OF MERRITT ZONING AMENDMENT 
BYLAW NO. 1546, 1996. CARRIED 

210/96 Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor Miller that Council 
SCHEDULE THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR CITY OF MERRITT BYLAWS NO. 
1545, 1546 FOR THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING ON TUESDAY, MARCH 
26, 1996. CARRIED 

10. BYLAWS: 

a) 

211/96 

City of Merritt Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1541, 1996 

Moved by Councillor Miller, seconded by Councillor McCormack that Council 
ADOPT CITY OF MERRITT ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO.1541, 1996. 

CARRIED 
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10. BYLAWS: - Cont'd. 

b) 

212/96 

213/96 

214/96 

c) 

215/96 

216/96 

217/96 

Memo, Feb.22/96 - Development Permit Area Designation, City of Merritt Official 
Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 1542, 1996. 

Moved by Councillor Cowan, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
RECEIVE the Memo, Feb.22/96 - Development Permit Area Designation, 
and GIVE FIRST READING TO CITY OF MERRITT OFFICIAL COMMUNITY 
PLAN AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1542, 1996. CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor McLean, seconded by Councillor McCormack that Council 
GIVE SECOND READING TO CITY OF MERRITT OFFICIAL COMMUNITY 
PLAN AMENDMENT BYLAW NO.1542, 1996. CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
SCHEDULE THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR CITY OF MERRITT OFFICIAL 
COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENT BYLAW NO.1542, 1996 FOR THE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 1996. CARRIED 

Memo, Feb.22/96 - OCP1995-08, RZ1995-08. 

1. City of Merritt Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw 
No.1543, 1996. 

Moved by Councillor Cowan, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
RECEIVE Memo, Feb.22/96 - OCP1995-08, RZ1995-08 and GIVE FIRST 
READING TO CITY OF MERRITT OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 
AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1543, 1996. CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor McCormack, seconded by Councillor Cowan that Council 
GIVE SECOND READING TO CITY OF MERRITT OFFICIAL COMMUNITY 
PLAN AMENDMENT BYLAW NO.1543, 1996. CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
SCHEDULE THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR CITY OF MERRITT OFFICIAL 
COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENT BYLAW NO.1543, 1996 FOR THE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING ON TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 1996. 

CARRIED 
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10. BYLAWS: - Cont'd. 

218/96 

219/96 

220/96 

2. City of Merritt Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1544, 1996. 

Moved by Councillor McLean, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
GIVE FIRST READING TO CITY OF MERRITT ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW 
NO.1 544, 1996. CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Miller, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
GIVE SECOND READING TO CITY OF MERRITT ZONING AMENDMENT 
BYLAW NO. 1544, 1996. CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Cowan, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
SCHEDULE THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR CITY OF MERRITT ZONING 
AMENDMENT BYLAW NO.1544, 1996 FOR THE REGULAR COUNCIL 
MEETING ON TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 1996. CARRIED 

At 9:30 p.m., four (4) members of the General Public and the one (1) UCC representative left, 
leaving one (1) member of the General Public remaining. 

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) 

221/96 

222/96 

Potential Council Responses: 

1. Recycling 
i. Sally Brown, Feb.20/96 
ii. Louis Creek Contracting, Feb.20/96 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor McCormack that Council 
RECEIVE for discussion: 
1. Recycling 

i. Sally Brown, Feb.20/96 
ii. Louis Creek Contracting, Feb.20/96 

and REFER the letters to the Solid Waste Workshop on February 29, 1996. 
CARRIED 

2. Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Jan.26/96 -
FCM/McGill Report, Canada's Infrastructure. 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
RECEIVE the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Jan.26/96 - FCM/McGill 
Report, Canada's Infrastructure for information and RECOMMEND a letter of 
support. CARRIED 
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11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) Potential Council Responses: - Cont'd. 

223/96 

224/96 

225/96 

b) 

226/96 

3. Municipal Finance Authority of B.C., Jan.30/96 -
Financial Forum, Mar.6/96 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
RECEIVE the Municipal Finance Authority of B.C. letter of Jan.30/96 - Financial 
Forum, Mar.6/96 CARRIED 

4. Draft 3 Regulation - Contaminated Sites 
i. City of New Westminster, Feb.14/96 
ii. Min. of Environment, Lands and Parks, Feb.21/96 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
RECEIVE: 

Draft 3 Regulation - Contaminated Sites 
i. City of New Westminster, Feb.14/96 
ii. Min. of Environment, Lands and Parks, Feb.21 /96 

for information and REQUEST a letter of support to New Westminster's 
concerns be sent to the Provincial Premier and Ministries. CARRIED 

5. City of Williams Lake, Feb.13/96 - Twinning 

Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
RECEIVE for information the City of Williams Lake letter of Feb.13/96 -
Twinning. CARRIED 

Receive: 
1. Hon. W.A.Blair, Feb.20/96 
2. Thompson-Nicola Regional District - Building Department 

Statistics, Jan.96. 
3. Nisga' a Agreement in Principle 

i. UBCM Aboriginal Update, Feb.15/96 
ii. Nisga' a Treaty Negotiations, Feb.15/96 

- Agreement in Principle in Brief 

Moved by Councillor McLean, seconded by Councillor Laird that Council 
RECEIVE the letters: 
1. Hon. W.A.Blair, Feb.20/96 
2. Thompson-Nicola Regional District - Building Department Statistics, 

Jan.96. 
3. Nisga' a Agreement in Principle 

i. UBCM Aboriginal Update, Feb.15/96 
ii. Nisga' a Treaty Negotiations, Feb.15/96 CARRIED 

Page 12 



CITY OF MERRITT, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FEB.27/96 

12. NEW BUSINESS: Nil. 

13. ADJOURNMENT: 

227/96 Moved by Councillor Laird, seconded by Councillor McLean that Council 
TERMINATE this meeting at 9:50 p.m. CARRIED 

CERTIFIED CORRECT: 

Page 13 


