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CITY OF MERRITT

BYLAW 2116, 2011

WHEREAS the Council for the City of Merritt wishes to adopt an updated Official Community Plan
pursuant to the Local Government Act

AND WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 882 of the Local Government Act the Council for the City of Merritt
has examined the plan in conjunction with its Financial Plan and any waste management plan that is
applicable in the municipality to ensure consistency between them;

AND WHEREAS the Council of the City of Merritt ha ve referred the plan to the Board of the Thompson
Nicola Regional District, and the Provincial Agricultural Land Commission;

AND WHEREAS the Council for the City of Merritt has held a public hearing on the proposed community
plan;

NOW THEREFORE the Council for the City of Merritt in open meeting assembled hereby enacts as
follows:

1. This bylaw shall be cited ast he ACI TY OBPDMEBGFFITIAL COMMUNITY PLAN
BYLAW NO.2116, 2011. o
2. That the City of Merritt Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1879, 2004 and all amendments
thereto be hereby rescinded in its entirety.
3. T h a$chetuleAd ( Of fici al Community Plan) attached is her
a) Made part of this bylaw; and
b) Designated as the Official Community Plan for the City of Merritt.
C) If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this bylaw is for any reason

held to be invalid by the decision of any court for competent jurisdiction, the invalid
portion shall be severed and the decision that it is invalid shall not affect the validity of
the remainder.
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READ A FIRST TIME this 14 day of June, 2011
READ A SECOND TIME this 14t day of June, 2011
PUBLIC HEARING HELD this 2gth day of June, 20 11
READ A THIRD TIME this 2gth day of June, 20 11
ADOPTED this 28t day of June, 2011
Original signed by Original signed by
Susan Roline , Matt Noble

MAYOR CAO and Corporate Services Manager
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1.0 FOUNDATION ON WHICH WE ARE BUILDI NG

TheCi ty of Mer r i tunitg Blan GCP)iprovidaslan upaatadrvision for the future of

Merritt and a framework for carrying that vision forward to the year 2030. The OCP provides
Council and the public with direction for development and the basis to evaluate proposals to
ensure these proposals are consistent wih the vision. The intent of this OCP is to provide an

appropriate amount of planning direction while also providing flexibility to customize development
to suit specific and unigue circumstances within the City as well as facilitating creative and
unusual development proposals.

1.1 How to Use this Plan

This OCPwill enable Council to work with each new development on a case-by-case basisand to

consider the unique variables of new development and work towards the interests of the

community. This plan enables Council to promote a culture of partnering as new development

comes forward. This approachi s i n support of Council 86s overarct
Economic Pie Biggerodo in Merritt.

The updated OCP arti cul at e sto dtawuMeritt b @& sustainaldei conmmunity of

approximately 15,000 people. In part this vision comes from the Integrated Growth Strategy

Report of 2010 which asked Merritt to describe the kind of city they would want to live in by
year 2030. The plan also identifies guiding principles, overarching policies for the entire City and
for individual neighbourhoods o r  fi s e @he ®lansalsa outlinesa framework for handling ne w
development.

1.2 Organization and Format of the Plan

The City of Merritt Official Community Plan is organized into the following sections:

Section 1.0 i Foundation on Which We Are Building

This section provides an introduction to the OCPby outlining the scope of the plan, methodology
used to prepare this document, a demographic profile and growth projections.

Section 2.0 - Setting Direction for Our Community Plan
This section outlines the updated vision which identifies the ideal community Merritt wants to
reach and the guiding principles for planning and development in Merritt. This provides the

framework and criteria used throughout the preparation of the plan. Council is committed to
maintaining this direction as new development, infill and redevelopment occurs within the City.

Bylaw 2116, 2011 1



Section 3.0 - City -Wide Policies and Corresponding Maps

This section outlines general policies that apply to the entire City. These policies are based upon
the concept of fAMaking the Ectloeimgi c Pie Biggero and
Merritt and the Forest Industry

=

Creating the Sustainable Community

Creating the Gateway 286 Sector

Creating the fAVillaged and the AThree Storey Dow
Creating the Medium Density, Compact, Walkable City

Creating the Expanded Cty

Investing in Infrastructure

Working with Nature
Working with Other Agencies

Handling New Development in Merritt

=A =2 =2 =4 =4 -4 -4 A -4 -4

Accommodating and providing for Temporary Use Areas

Section 4.0 T Regional Context and Fringe Areas

This section pr oviadCostexttStateme ithat ycdnormdRte gnid supports the
Thompson Nicola Regional District (TNRD) Regional Growth Strategy. Fringe area policies are
also included.

Section5 0-AUmbrell ad and Sector Specific Policies

The City of Merritt has been divided into 11 sectors. Section 5 includes land use and
development policies, contains the Sector Map and provides policies and detailed maps for each
sector. AUmbr el | a0 pol i ci which applyeto al hreas of the Gity.i The sectors
include the Bench; River Ranch and Grassland Area East Merritt/Diamond Vale; South Merritt;
North Nicola; Gateway 286; City Centre; West Merritt; Collettville; Voght Street/North Entry
Corridor; and the Airport Area.

Section 6.0 1 Development Permit Areas
This section outlines Development Permit areas for seven areas including City Centre, Highway

Corridor Gateways Geotechnical Hazards Wildfire Hazards Intensive Residential Infill / Small Lot
Residential Subdivisions Riparian Areasand Multi-Family Residential Aeas.

Bylaw 2116, 2011 2



Section 7.0 - Implementing the Official Community Plan

This section outlines how the policies contained in this plan will be implemented including
integration with other projects, updating support bylaws and policies, and a framework for
continuing to facilitate new development.

1.3  Scope of the Plan

The City of Merritt Official Community Plan is defined by provincial statute under the Loca/
Gowernment Act. Further to Section 877 an OCP must include the following:

i the approximate location, amount, type and density of residential development required to
meet anticipated housing needs over a period of at least 5 years (this OCP uses a 20 year
horizon for residential development);

i the approximate location, amount and type of present and proposed comme rcial, industrial,
institutional, agricultural, recreational and public utility land uses (this OCP uses a 20 year
horizon for these uses);

1 the approximate location and area of sand and gravel deposits that are suitable for future
sand and gravel extraction;

i restrictions on the use of land that is subject to hazardous conditions or that is
environmentally sensitive to development;

i the approximate location and phasing of any major road, sewer and water systems;

i the approximate location and type of present and proposed public facilities, including
schools, parks and waste treatment and disposal sites;

i other matters that may, in respect of any plan, be required or authorized by the Minister
responsible for administering the Local Government Act

i housing policies of the local government respecting affordable housing, rental housing and
special needs housing and

i targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and policies and actions of the local
government proposed with respect to achieving those tar gets.

1.4  Methodology and Preparation of the Plan and the Update

To prepare this plan, originally adopted in 2004, Council and City staff consulted with and sought
input from Merritt residents and property owners. The plan took direction from visioning and
strategy sessions undertaken by the City including the City of Merritt Strategic Planning Session
(February 2003), the Nicola Valley Round Tables (February 2003) the three Official Community
Plan Visioning Workshop Sessions with the Public (June 2003)and the Public Open House to

Bylaw 2116, 2011 3



Review Sector Plans (December 2003) The plan also considered input from multiple agencies,
and organizations as well as input from staff and consultants.  Figure 1.1 below illustrates how
the year 2004 plan was prepared.

Figure 1.1
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Prior to the 2011 update of this plan the City undertook an Integrated Growth Strategy 7 2010.
This identifies a community vision to year 2030 and provides a general framework to guide the

development of the City; all prepared in consultation with Merritt citizens through workshops and
on line surveys. The Integrated Growth Strategy constitutes the visioning process for th is OCP
Update.
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1

A Select Committee Focus Group waschosen by the Mayor to review and recommend an updated
OCP. The Focus Group includedboth resident citizens and those who live beyond the City. An
OCP Update Working Paper was prepared and several workshops were held to produce an
updated OCP based on theWorking Paper. Council also hed open houses and conducted on line

6qguestions
through the statutory adoption process and was adopted in Ju ne 2011.

15
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Demographic Profile and Population
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Projections
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According to BC Stats, the population of the City of Merritt was estimated at 7,520 in year 2000,
7,338 in 2006, 7,393 in 2007, 7,455 in 2008, 7,460 in 2009 and 7,285 in 2010. They estimate a

2.3% drop in population during this period.

The year 2006 Census population for Merritt is

6,998. Data from the 2011 Census will be added as an addendum when it becomes available in

2012.

The age structure of Merritt as reported by Statistics Canada, is illustrated in Table 1.1.

It is

noteworthy that Collettville, with an estimated population of 600 people, amalgamated with the
City of Merritt in 1996.

Table 1.1 T Population Distribution 1991 and 2001 and 2006 - Updated

BC Total
1991 2001 2006 - 2006
Age Number :/oot(;]; Number '(|>'/gg| Number '(I)'/gtoafl '(I)'/gtogl
to 14 1,535 24.6% 1,540 21.7% 1,330 19.0% 16.5%
15t0 24 915 14.6% 925 13.0% 830 11.8% 13.1%
25to 44 1,935 31.0% 1,900 26.8% 1,635 23.4% 27.4%
45 to 64 1,250 20.0% 1,745 24.6% 2,060 29.5% 28.4%
65+ 620 9.9% 970 13.7% 1,140 16.3% 14.6%
Total* 6,250 100% 7,090 100% 6,995 100% 100%

*Note:

Source: BC Stats /Stats Canada

Totals do not add up exactly. This is due to random rounding and to protect confidentiality.

From 1991 to 2001, the percentage of the community 45 to 64 years old increased from 20.0%
to 24.6% and then to 29.5% in 2006. The 65 years and older cohort increased from 9.9% in

1991 to 13.7% in 2001 and then to 16.3% in 2006.
Authority, a 13% growth is projected f o r

t he

As suggested by the Interior Health

s e ni o rthe gomipgyearst. aRuture n i

planning must consider the different requirements an aging population has with respect to
housing, health care, accessibility and community services including street cleaning, enhanced

Interior Health Authority is currently utilizing P.E.O.P.L.E. 28 data.
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sidewalks, snow removal and public transit. In addition, as economic development opportunities
occur, younger families are expected to locate in the City. Merritt will need to continue to
provide a quality lifestyle for both families and retirees.

Table 1.2 projects population growth for the City of Merritt, using three different growth
scenarios. The population of Merritt has generally increased at a low, but steady rat e between
the mid 1980s and 1996. However, since 1996, the population has declined by 8% from 7,924 in
1996 to an estimated 7,285 in 2010. There have been periods of growth within this term.
Accordingly, the average growth rate has been approximately 0.64% over the last decade. In
spite of this statistic, it is believed that new business and community development initiatives will
result in greater population growth especially in the next 5 to 10 years.

The Thompson Nicola Regional District has adopted a growth rate of 1.8% as part of its
Regional Growth Strategy. Using this data and taking into consideration the historical tr ends in
population growth and decline over the past few years, and the desire to reach a population of
15,000 by year 2030, the following table provides projections based on possible growth scenarios
of 1.0%, 1.8% and 3.5%.

Table 1.2 T Population Projecti ons Based on Possible Growth Scenarios - Updated
Year 1.0% 1.8% 3.5%
2010* 7,285 7,285 7,285
2015 7,656 7,825 8,653
2020 8,046 8,555 10,277
2025 8,456 9,353 12,206
2030 8,887 10,225 14,497

* Source: BC Statsinfoline Issue 11/02, January 14, 2011

Table 1.3 estimates the number of new housing unit s that will be required over the next 20 years

to accommodate the projected populations assuming an average household size of 2.6 persons
per household.
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Table 1.3 7 Projected Housing Demand - Updated

New New New
Year 1.0% Housing | 1.80 % | Housing 35% Housing
Units Units Units
2010* 7,285 7,285 7,285
2015 7,656 143 7,825 208 8,653 526
2020 8,046 150 8,555 281 10,277 625
2025 8,456 158 9,353 307 12,206 742
2030 8,887 166 10,225 335 14,497 881
Total Growth/Demand 1,602 617 2,940 1,131 7,212 2,774
at 2.6 persons per
household
Total Growth/demand 1,602 696 2,940 1,278 7,212 3,135
at 2.3 persons per
household

Source: BC Stats Infoline Issue 11/02, January 14, 2011

Whereas there is a land base of approximately 2,479 hectares (6,125 acres), the Integrated
Growth Strategy 2010, in consideration of a variety of development constraints, compresses that
land base to 279 hectares (689 acres) of easily and directly developable land. There is an
adequ ate supply of vacant lots and designated residential and future development

land to easily meet the expected demand for housing over the next 20 years. At a
growth rate of 1.0% per annum, about 617 additional units will be required over the next 20
years. At a growth rate of 1.8% per annum, approximately 1,131 additional units will be
required over the next 20 years. At a growth rate of 3.5% per annum, about 2,774 additional
units will be required over the next 20 years. (If the household formation size decreases from
2.6 to 2.3 persons per household over the next 20 years additional units would be required. A
1.0 % per annum growth rate would generate 696 additional units by 2030. A 1.8% per annum
growth rate would generate 1, 278 additional units by 2030. A 3.5% per annum growth rate
would generate 3,135 additional units by 2030.)

1.6 Labour Force

The distribution of the labour force in the City of Merritt is shown in Table 1.4. Education and
health services rank the highest in 2001, with manufacturing and construction a close second. In
2006, manufacturing and construction rank the highest with education and health services a near
second. Both sectors are higher than the BC average for year 2006.
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Table 1.4 i Labour Force

Labour Force % 2001 % 2006 % BC 2006
Wholesale and Retail Trade 104 141 15.5
Manufacturing and Construction 18.0 19.9 16.2
Education and Health Services 19.7 17.4 16.7
Agricultural and other resource- 13.3 10.8 49
based industries
Other Services 38.5 37.8 46.7
TOTAL 100% 100% 100%

Source 2001 and 2006 Census Canada

1.7 Housing Characteristics

In year 2006 Census Canada identified 2,820 dwellings and households in Merritt Of these
households over 62% were single family detached houses. Within this housing type, a total o f
30.5% were occupied by couples with no children.

Table 1.7 T Housing and Household Characteristics T 2006

Private

Dwelling Number % Household Number %

Type Type

Single 1,754 62.2% Couple with 670 23.7%

Detached children

Semi Detached | 239 8.5% Couple with no 860 30.5%
children

Row House 156 5.5% Single Person 780 27.7%

Apartment 465 16.5% Other 510 18.1%

(all types)

Other 206 7.3% Average 2.4 pph nil
Household size

TOTAL 2,820 100% TOTAL 2,820 100%

20 SETTING DIRECTION FO R OUR COMMUNITY PLA N

The attached sheet illustrates the Vision and Guiding Principles established for this Official
Community Plan.
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Official Communi

A Healthy Fionom

Our economy is healthy and
resilient - Merritt's “economic pie”
is getting progressively bigger
through sustained growth.

A TAﬂVmg Downtown

Our City Center is thriving - it is
the “heart” of our community.

Qom« to grou/

Suitable sites are available for
new development, particularly
light industrial / service
commercial / business park
development.

Viable City Finances
The City's financial situation is
healthy, generating sufficient

funds through fair taxes and other
sources to do what's required.

VOl Wiansged City Asset

The City's infrastructure and
amenity assets are being well
looked after, ensuring an
appropriate standard of services in
existing and new development
areas.

Agfwi Ph&& to Live

Merritt is seen by residents as a
great place to live from all
perspectives - employment,
housing, community services,
natural amenities, safety, quality,
accessibility, community pride.

A fjrag/wﬂm Ve mage
Merritt's image is being
transformed - outsiders and
residents alike see Merritt as an
attractive, progressive community
with a bright future.

A Great Place 1o Vipit

Tourists and highway travellers
see Merritt as a great place to
visit - lots to see and do, quality
support services, positive first
impressions enticing visitors to
spend more time and money in
Merritt.

“Vlpion without action i3 W a dream,
Adion withowt vigion just pagses the fime.
Vigion with action can change the world,
oel Barker

Bylaw No. 1879, 2004

ty Plan

Guiding Principls

Councily Approach To P/ammg In Miernitt
Lwderg/wf é/ Council

The people of Merritt are looking to Council to provide effective and inspired

leadership in providing vision for the future and taking action in carrying the vision
forward.

_Saﬂug @ F)aﬂ;ﬁw Tone

To promote our community effectively, the attitude and culture of Merritt needs to be
as positive as possible. Everyone is an ambassador for our city.

8- A Blended Apprm&/» fof Hﬂﬂl{/ﬂ% Hew Z)&Ve/opmemf

Council is committed to both facilitating development / creating a development
friendly climate AND making sure it's done right for the benefit of all parties.

Council will be actively seeking to work cooperatively with others, knowing that by

engaging others and combining our resources, we can accomplish far more than any
one group can alone.

8- Compunication in all Direction
Council recognizes the importance and value of good communications and is
committed to ensuring effective communications are happening - providing

information, listening to what people have to say, engaging others in dialogue and
problem solving.

o fmpﬁ%% on Rty
Council recognizes that plans, goals and actions are important, but they are of no
value if they do not yield desired results.

-®: /, mesting in the Fadure
Council is committed to investing the resources required to achieve results,

recognizing that without significant investment of effort, critical thinking and money,
very little will be accomplished.

-®: Capda/&zlfg on owr S frcfgz%?
Council's approach to economic development will concentrate on capitalizing on our

strengths, including transportation / location advantages, existing economic drivers,
widespread name recognition as well as our natural amenities.

X % I/()on&‘ng with Hlature
Council is committed to protecting and enhancing our natural environment in
the process of handling the ongoing development of our community

O Celebration, E’mgndém and Appr&c&aﬁm

When good things happen toward achieving our goals, we intend to celebrate them
and invite the rest of the community to join us.

o/, niegration VOi#h Other ijmg
We are undertaking several planning projects to ensure we are well prepared for

future development and to provide direction for looking after what we already have.
Everything is interconnected, so an integrated approach will be taken.

S etling Direction For Our Camwm&?% P/am
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This 2030 Vision and guiding principles are enhanced as follows:

1 The City of Merritt is committed to manageable and A wh ol e Opgrowth @mde
development of the entire community;

1 Merritt supports three commercial areas: the City Centre, Gateway 286 and Gateway
290;

1 Merritt supports a clean, recreation based, energy self sufficient community

interconnected with multi -use greenways and a range of housing for an ideal population

of 15,000 people;

Merritt continues to grow up in density instead of out through urban sprawl;

Merrittdéds economy is Vvibrant, hpaltlhcare systemdard suppo

residents;

1 Residents andvisitors of Merritt are able to move freely throughout the City on attractive
bike and pedestrian trails; part of an extensive greenways system which contains streets
with multi-use pathways, street trees and parks and a regional cycling network
connected to the Kettle Valley Railway Corridor with an abundance of sustainable self-
propelled, non motorized outdoor recreation options inside and outside the City
boundaries and an effective and economical public transit system; and

9 Private developers have built attractive buildings which are complemented by
enhancements to the public realm, street trees and green public spaces

=a =4

3.0 CITY -WIDE POLICIES

This section outlines policies that relate to all sectors of the City with respect to: the economy,

creation initiatives to grow the city to an ideal population of 15,000 people, infrastructure,

working with other agencies and the Ci Theéwureappr oac|
Development / Infrastructure M ap in Schedule B provides an overview of the OCP and direction

for future growth . The Working with Nature Map in Schedule C indicates agricultural lands, sand

and gravel deposits, aquifer protection areas and hazard lands.

3.1 Making the Economic Pie Bigger

Council is committed to a future with a strong, healthy economy characterized by high
employment levels, thriving businesses and new investment in the community. An overarching
theme of this OCPi s t o support Council és objective of fAmaki |

It is Council policy to:

A Continueworkingtocr eat e an fAinvestment .friendly climatebo

2 Continue revampingt he Ci tyés regime of taxes, fees and ct
removing impediments to private sector investment, and generating sufficient revenues to
ensure a sugained quality of service.
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3 Ensure the devel opment community is aware of t
supply, data fibre network, and overall robust utility networks.

4 Continueforgingpar t ner ships with others .to increase the
5 Take full advantage of opportunities to expand the economy as a result of :
i Country Music Capital of Canadabranding

Entertainment and tourism events

i Sports and recreation opportunities
i Forestry and natural resources
i Transportation advantages from highway traffic v ol umes passing by an

central location in the Southern Interior

i Merritt as a vibrant small community; a healthy and active place to be; strategically
located in a semi arid desert; having superb weather and being an extraordinary
place to live, work, play, think, grow, create, do business and retire.

.6 Promote Af our seasons of findl rthie numearoust duteloor rrecigatiann
opportunities that exist.

7 Continue supporting expansion of the Nicola Valley Institute of Technology (NVIT) campus
and programming.

.8 Continue updating City plans, bylaws, policies and procedures with the aim of being more
facilitative and less regulatory, as well as encouraging investment in the city.
9 Encourage the development of technology parks and the like.

3.1.1 Merrittan d the Forest Industry

Council recognizes that the BC forest industry is an integral part of the City of Merritt and its

economic growth. The industry is developing new markets and new opportunities for wood

products as a long-term strategy for a sustaina ble wood industry. The BC Government has passed
a Wood First Act to facilitate a culture of wood by requiring the use of wood as the primary

material in all new provincially funded buildings, in a manner consistent with the British Columbia

Building Code

It is Council policy to:

A Continue supporting the ongoing development of its wood culture by considering wood
champion designers and builders for all municipal building projects so that the
opportunities for building with wood cost -effectively are maximized; ensuring all requests
for proposals will request excellence in building with wood as a key qualifying criterion;
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seeking those who can find practical, efficient, versatile and cost-effective building and
design solutions through the use of wood; and ensuring that all municipal construction
projects in Merritt receiving either public or wood industry financial support employ the
structural and architectural use of wood.

3.1.2 Creation Initiative 1 I The Sustainable Community

Council is committed to moving Merritt forward to a sustainable community with an ideal
population of 15,000 people.

A community is economically sustainable when it has the ability to operate, deliver services and
grow with a minimal or zero tax increase every year. iniindo means a tax increase no greater
than the cost of living, consumer price index or less and fizerod applies to a typical residential
property notwithstanding any adjustment by the BC Assessment Authority. A community is
economically sustainable when it has deweloped tax base profit centres; typically well designed,
compact, dense residential areas. A community is economically sustainable when there is
enough annual new growth in the tax base to absorb normal municipal budget increases.

A community is environmentally sustainable when it develops in an environmentally responsible
way. It accommodates growth with a preference for medium density residential development,
infill development, reuse and adaptation of existing buildings and a compact and dense
development pattern within its boundaries. This results in a relatively small environmental
footprint and a land use intensive, compact, efficiently serviced municipality.

A community achieves social sustainability if it effectively addresses affordable housing, rental
housing and special needs housingand the City will work with all levels of government to meet
these needs.

Through the Integrated Growth Strategy 2010 program the citizens of Merritt have expressed a
preference for a municipality of up to 15,000 people by the year 2030. They see this as the ideal
size for Merritt. They see infill development and higher density development and a variety of
housing types as important. Environmentally sustainable development is preferred. Tourism,
forestry and outdoor recreation are economic drivers and Merritt continues to be a family focused
city.

Growing the City to an ideal population of 15,000 requires an increase of about 8,000 citizens.
That would mean an influx of about 400 people every year to year 2030. Over 3,000 homes
would have to be built. And whereas there is in the order of 279 ha (689 acres) of easily

developable land within the municipal boundaries, the residential growth would consume about
61 ha (150 acres) of the net developable land. Along with growth in the residential sector there

would be supporting growth in the commercial sector; estimated to be a 30% increase or 116

new businesses. It is also hoped there would be an increase in the industrial sector; estimated to
be 10% or 3 new industries.

It is Council policy to:

A Actively promote Merritt as a vibrant small community, strategically located in a semi
arid desert, with superb weather and an extraordinary place to live, work, play, think, grow,
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create, do business and retire. Merritt is promoted as a healthy place to be as a result of its
investment in bike and pedestrian trails, its abundance of self-propelled outdoor recreation
options and its compact, walkable city form.

2 Plan for residential growth in the municipality such that 75% is in a medium density form

including townhouses, multi storey apartments (condominium and rental), quadraplexes,

triplexes and similar; and 25% is in a single family form including small lot or narrow lot single
family, regular lot single fa mily, duplexes and semi detached units.

3 Plan the community in such a way as to create a compact, dense, walkable, green, small
scale, attractive city.

3.1.3 Creation Initiative 2 T Sector Gateway 286

Council is committed to establishing a new sector or neighborhood in Merritt. This is a 128 ha
(315 acre) parcel of land formerly in the South Interchange and Grassland/Ranchland Sectors
Most of this area is Crown land and about 26 ha (65 acres) is privately held. Most of the area is
undeveloped with the exception of the Tourist Information Centre and the provincial

roads/highway.

Gateway 286 presents the opportunity for the City of Merritt to do a large joint development

project with First Nations and private landholders. The development could have a build out of
over 1,100 homes with a population of approximately 3,500 persons. Gateway 286 presents the
opportunity to the five local First Nations (Lower Nicola Indian Band, Nooaitch Indian Band,
Schakan Indian Band, Coldwater Indian Band and Upper Nicola Indian Band) to develop in excess
of 93 ha (230 acres) of Crown land within the City for mixed use development. Gateway 286
presents the opportunity for private landowners to develop their 26 ha (65 acres) of land for
mixed residential uses including up to 200 housing units. Gateway 286 also presents the
opportunity for a casino development. The City could agree to develop and own the casino
jointly with the First Nations. A Iternatively, the City could help the First Nations secure a casino
license, find a casino operator, facilitate the development of a casino through rezoning the lands
accordingly and then share in the casino revenues through a casino revenue sharing agreement.

Bylaw 2116, 2011 12


















































































































































































































